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TRIBUTE IN THE PARK - REMEMBERING 9/11 by Pat Burritt  

As you all are very much aware,           

September 11, 2001 was a day that changed 

this country.  This year is the 10th             

anniversary of that terrible day in our       

history.  I am very glad to say that the CERT 

program will be a part of it. 

 

There are several 

events going on         

September 11.  The    

Sacramento firefighters 

will do their annual stair 

climb at the Renaissance 

Tower at 801 K Street.  

They do that every year 

and it is a tribute to their 

brother and sister       

firefighters who climbed 

the stairs in the twin towers and made the 

ultimate sacrifice.  That event will begin at 7 

am and probably last several hours. 

 

CERT programs from Sacramento City, 

Metro, Elk Grove, Folsom, and West       

Sacramento will be working at the Tribute in 

the Park.  This event will be held on Capitol 

Mall between 5th and 7th street.  The mall 

will be blocked off between those two 

streets.  They will have entertainment, the 

Governor and Mayor will speak, they will 

have other speakers as well.  There will be a 

9/11 memorial tribute which I am sure will 

be very moving and 

very nice.  Sacramento 

CERT will not be     

assisting at the          

Memorial Stair Climb or 

the 5K race that will 

also be held in the 

downtown area. 

 

This will be a very    

special day for the Fire 

Department and as    

volunteers with the Fire Department      

hopefully it will be a special day for us too.  

One of our CERT members, John Saltnes 

was living in New York on that terrible day.  

That is the reason he joined the CERT     

program when he moved to Los Angeles.  

He is now in Sacramento and a member of 

our CERT program. 

We had successful all you-

can-eat pancake breakfast 

fundraiser on July 16 at 

McKinley Park.  CERT 

members showed up early in 

the morning to prepare and 

serve pancakes, bacon,     

coffee, orange juice and 

milk.  The menu included both original and cinnamon   

pancakes.  We want to thank all the CERT members who 

came out to support this event. We also want to thank 

Vivian Garcia for selling the most tickets to this event.  

Because of her hard work, Vivian won a set of patches for 

her new duty uniform.  All together almost one-hundred 

tickets were sold for this event and our CERT program 

made a $560 dollar profit. 

 

Following the success of the crab feed earlier this year, 

CERT will be hosting another crab feed in March 2012.  

Please stay tune for details as to date, time and location. 

 

The fundraising committee has decided to rescheduled 

the CERT golf tournament originally scheduled for        

October 1.  It has now been rescheduled for Saturday May 

26, 2012 at the Haggin Oaks golf course.  Further detail 

will be made available. 

FUNDRAISING EVENTS  

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A2KJkezkIlVOhwwAE8mjzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/SIG=1290banh9/EXP=1314231140/**http%3a/www.prweb.com/releases/2006/02/prweb349916.htm
http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KJketoBFRO_EsA7oCJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Dpancake%26ei%3DUTF-8%26fr%3Dyfp-t-701%26b%3D1%26tab%3Dorganic&w=1360&h=10
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REPORT FROM OPERATIONS DIVISION CHIEF 

Operations Division Chief’s would like to begin by thank 

the members for their support in accomplishing tasks, goals 

and special projects that have occurred during this past    

quarter. Let’s begin by first reminding the Battalion Captains 

of our commitment to attend your quarterly  meetings so we 

can discuss upcoming events, ICS staff meetings and answer 

member’s questions.  So Captains, put us on your agenda for 

10 to 15 minutes and give us  advanced notification so one of 

us can make arrangements to attend and keep up               

communications. 

 

With summer here many of us have been traveling or     

unavailable. For this reason I’ve asked Robert Ross to assist 

each Operations Chief by being an alternate backup whenever 

Gene or I are unavailable. This being said   members are   

reminded to follow chain of command via me or Gene, unless 

an e-mail says different. 

 

Operations had several non-mandatory mini training 

planned this year but has only accomplished a couple due to 

other commitments, special events, projects and just no time.  

Apparently one was so successful that Pat asked me to repeat 

it.  I am going to postpone the strike team class in light of the 

upcoming Monterey exercise. 

 

This year Operations has been utilizing the CERT forms 

whenever possible, as well as implementing the After Action 

Review procedure.  I’m happy to report they seem to be  

working.  

 

During the last graduation drill Operations Division made 

several changes to the students drill and how they were     

assigned to teams and deployed.  In short, all students were 

deployed simultaneously and assigned to different tasks where 

the teams are rotated at timed intervals.  In this manner      

everyone gets to perform and practice at all levels of the drill. 

Student and Instructors “After Action Report” supported these 

changes and will be utilizing them in all our graduations.  I 

encourage you to attend and participate. 

 

If you haven’t seen the changes inside the trailers you 

should do so at one of your quarterly meetings.  I am          

personally glad it’s completed, (after nearly six hundred 

hours) I think you will approve of my changes.  In preparation 

of the Monterey exercise, Carol, Robert and I have been    

focusing on the Animal Response Trailer. We moved much of 

the equipment, got the trailer weighted, distributed the load 

and installed more tie down anchor points. 

 

 

Operations latest adventure is developing a 

“PAR” (Personal Accountability Reporting) procedure and 

identification card.  This will help staff and Operations track 

members that are deployed or assigned tasks.  Robert and I 

have finalized the accountability ID card; each member will 

be issued two.  Your precise data is strictly voluntary     

however, in an emergency this information could be          

lifesaving.  We will be contacting members requesting      

specific information such as allergies – to food or medical.  

Personal information, such as: medications, home address, 

etc. is not required and will not appear on your cards.  I 

will be traveling during September but will be back for the 

exercise.  In my absence Operations staff will be discussing 

PAR and possibly issuing cards to selected members.        

Operations hope to employ this new accountability system at 

Monterey, after which we hope to issues them to all level II 

and III members. 

 

Operations Chiefs Need Your Help: Many of you may 

not know how much responsibility falls under the umbrella of 

Operations Division Chief.  I’ve made a lot of changes within 

our program, training, graduation, team assignment, After 

Action Reports, trailer inventory, etc. and hope to improve 

more.  But after managing the five trailers with only moderate 

support I realized there just not enough of me to go around for 

my ideas, goals, projects, policy & procedure manuals and 

other Operational projects.  Therefore, I am looking for a few 

individuals who are willing to join the Operations Division 

staff.  If you are interested please contact me as Operations 

will be selecting a few members.  I ask that before you      

volunteer you are willing to donate some time.  In talking 

with staff we hope through individuals or committee I can 

assign special project or issues to give me more time to work 

on the everyday Operations activity and training.  The       

projects and your time will vary and I know as volunteers  

everyone time is precious. 

 

Art Lytle and Annette Young have stepped up to assume 

roles as alternate Battalion Captain’s as Jason and Johnny 

have busy schedules and/or other conflicts.  Make them wel-

come by offering them your support and ideas. 

 

And now a few words from our Battalion Captain’s & 

Animal Response Lead: 

Robert Ross BC from Battalion, 1, 2, & 6, reports: This past 

quarter members of our Battalion assisted in a wide variety of 

operations and events.  There are lots of jobs within CERT 

and our battalion helped at nearly all levels within the ICS 

divisions.  By far this quarter has been one of the busiest so 

far.   
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Here are some of our highlights this quarter: 

●Mike and Medie have worked long and hard with the 

Monterey planning team for the upcoming Monterey exercise 

in late September.  In preparation, our battalion will be     

practiced throw bags and other skills at our next meeting and 

you are all invited to participate. 

●Assisted logistics with inventorying Arden facility and 

helped out with a National Night Out in the Natomas area.  

●Finally got the CERT trailers weighed and equipment 

load distributed for easier and safer towing.  

●Uniform orders are ongoing and proceeding well with 

few hitches that were expected with any new policy. For the 

record, Robert spent a lot of time collecting over $750. in  

uniform orders. Well done.  
●Displayed our trailer at the pancake breakfast          

fundraiser. 

●Provided two weeks support to the Fire Department 

with N95 and N100 fitness testing. 

●Many of our members signed up to assist with the     

Operation River Safe event at Discovery Park, helping on a 

variety of medical calls including heat stress, lacerations,  

ankle injuries and even went along on a DART ride-along. 

●Assisted with a public awareness event at a condo   

complex meeting with residents and passing out literature for 

fire awareness.   

●I represented Operations Division while attending and 

observing DART training at Discovery Park. 

●Helped CA TF7 with a deployment drill and were able 

to conduct search and rescue and cribbing training at the 

brickyard in conjunction with the TF7 training event.  While 

there we also played "victim" for TF7 personnel during     

confined space training evolutions. 

●Members in the area of Rosemont and Rancho          

Cordova/Mather activated for the Level III HAZMAT       

incident in the 8500 block of Elder Creek.  Before the fire we 

were called to provide rehab for firefighters. The next day we 

assisted with providing check in-check out duty for the scene 

and we provided logistic support on day 3 of the incident. 

While we have been very busy, we are looking forward to 

the upcoming events and have members attending: First Aid 

coverage for a cross country run, the Disaster    Awareness 

Day event at the capital, the 9/11 memorial and the Monterey 

area drill. 

 

Gene Jorgensen BC from battalion 4: Nothing to report.  

 

Annette Young BC from battalion 3: Nothing reported. 

 

Art Lytle BC from battalion 5: Nothing reported. 

 

 Carol Yee - Animal Response Lead:   
During the 3rd quarter the animal trailer’s inventory has 

been reorganized into three basic groups by shelving:     

Cleaning supplies, CERT supplies and Animal supplies.  All 

bins have been numbered and labeling is being developed at 

this time and will be ready prior to our MOBEX to          

Monterey.  The updated trailer inventory list will be         

completed today, Aug 30, 2011. 

The remaining supplies have been organized to have a   

better flow during unloading and reloading during a           

deployment.  The crates have been stored and tied down in 

four separate areas within the trailer in order to balance the 

weight.  On August 2, 2011, the trailer was taken to be 

weighed.  It’s now ready to MOBEX to Monterey in         

September. 

We still need to wash and detail the outside and inside prior 

to the MOBEX.  A work party is setup for September 10, 

2011 at 300 Arden Way. 

Our future goal is to obtain additional animal supplies so 

the trailer will be able to deploy when needed. 

 

Operations would like to include an event Carol attended as 

a Noah’s Wish member during the 29,000 gallon liquid     

propane railcar fire in Lincoln.  She says 5,000 homes within 

a one mile radius were evacuated.  Red Cross setup their  

shelter and Placer County Animal Control contacted Noah's 

Wish.  By 10:00 p.m. five Noah’s Wish volunteers were on 

scene in Rocklin, just 3 miles from ground zero.  They used a 

parking lot for shelter and took in five dogs, three cats and 

one rabbit.  Around 1:30 a.m. the volunteers bedded down in 

their cars. Carol took the rabbit in her car while other         

volunteers took one Chihuahua and one cat.  The larger dogs 

stayed inside an area outside enclosed by the volunteer’s cars. 

The next morning Placer County Animal Control brought 

them an egg McMuffins and coffee.  Salvation Army dropped 

by with bottled water and five boxes of donuts.  Carol says 
they were good, but didnôt mention how many she ate.  Parks 

& Rec suggested relocating within the park closer to the grass 

and restrooms and yet another move into a baseball field   

dugout; later they brought tents for shade covering.  Lowe’s 

donated mesh fencing so the dogs could be protected from the 

direct sunlight.  Donations of ice assisted in keeping the dog’s 

water cool while neighbors donated towels which we put in 

the bottom of the cages. 

One animal showed signs of heat exhaustion, so they     

contacted a local vet who administered subcutaneous fluids 

which provided a little relief.  Donated fans by Fieldhaven cat 

rescue were real lifesavers for the animals.  During their 42 

hour deployment, they took in twenty eight animals, in view 

of the fact that Red Cross also setup their shelter and allowed 

animal owners to sleep outside with their pets.  

Carol said she learned some valuable lessons and wants to 

include them in our animal response equipment and policy.  

From Operations: ñWay to go Carolò.  

Thank you Battalion Captains and Leads for these reports, 

everyone certainly is busy, and it’s only the third quarter. 
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Are You Ready to ShakeOut? 
 

With 37 million people living and working in         

California, a major earthquake could cause unprecedented 

devastation. What we do now, before a big earthquake, will 

determine what our lives will be like afterwards.  With 

earthquakes an inevitable part of California’s future, we 

must act quickly to ensure that disasters do not become 

catastrophes. 

The Great California ShakeOut in October 2010      

involved over 7.9 million Californians through a         

broad-based outreach program, media partnerships, and 

public advocacy by hundreds of partners. The drill is now 

held statewide annually on the third Thursday of October, 

and is organized by the Earthquake Country Alliance 

(www.earthquakecountry.org).  The 2011 Great California 

ShakeOut earthquake drill will be at 10:20 a.m. on October 

20, 2011. 

A key aspect of the ShakeOut is the integration of 

comprehensive science-based earthquake research and the 

lessons learned from decades of social science research 

about why people get prepared.  The result is a “teachable 

moment” on par with having an actual earthquake (often 

followed by increased interest in getting ready for       

earthquakes). ShakeOut creates the sense of urgency that is 

needed for people, organizations, and communities to get 

prepared, to practice what to do to be safe, and to learn 

what plans need to be improved. 

Not just any drill will accomplish this; it needs to be 

big.  It must inspire communities to come together.  It must 

involve children at school and parents at work, prompting 

conversations at home. It must allow every organization, 

city, etc., to make it their own event.  

The 2011 ShakeOut drill will be the largest prepared-

ness event in U.S. history. To participate, please go to 

www.ShakeOut.org/register and pledge your family, 

school, business, or organization’s participation in the drill. 

Registered participants will receive information on how to 

plan their drill and how to create a dialogue with others 

about earthquake preparedness. All organizers ask is that 

participants register (so they can be counted and receive 

communications), and at the minimum practice "drop, 

cover, and hold on" at the specified time. It is only a five 

minute commitment for something that can save your life. 

It all begins with registering, which is free and open to  

everyone. 

For more information, please visit www.ShakeOut.org. 

CALIFORNIA CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING PREVENTION ACT 

A new public safety measure was 

signed into law requiring all California 

homes and businesses to be equipped 

with Carbon Monoxide alarms.      

Carbon Monoxide (CO) is known as 

the "silent killer" because it is an odor-

less, colorless and a tasteless gas that 

can catch its victims completely     

unaware. CO is the leading cause of 

accidental poisoning deaths in the 

United States and accounts for up to 

700 emergency room visits in        

California each year.  Carbon        

Monoxide poisoning can cause severe 

and chronic brain, lung and heart    

injuries and can lead to death. 

 

As of January 1, 2011, all new    

residential homes and commercial 

properties must have CO alarm       

devices and existing residential units 

as well as apartments complexes must 

be compliant by 2013.  This law     

provides that failure to install a Carbon 

Monoxide device in your home or 

business is an infraction but one must 

first be given a 30-day notice to      

correct the violation and, if not       

corrected, then it is subject to a fine of 

$200 for each offense. 

Carbon Monoxide alarms range 

from $15 - $40 depending on the      

features included. 

 

http://www.earthquakecountry.org/
http://www.shakeout.org/
http://topics.sacbee.com/carbon+monoxide/
http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KJke5R.1dOHlYAvJWJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Dcarbon%2Bmonoxide%2Bdetector%26ei%3DUTF8%26fr%3Dyfp-t-701-s%26b%3D31%26ta
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CERT ANIMAL RESPONSE COMPONENT  By Carol Yee 

The Sacramento City CERT team now has an animal 

response component.  In August 2010, Capt. Bill White 

gave CERT an animal response trailer.  Since then, we 

have been working very hard to stock it with equipment 

and supplies.  Our initial goal is to get the trailer up and 

running so that we can take it to a disaster location upon 

request through the proper channels, as support to existing 

agencies on the ground.  At the same time, we are putting 

together an animal Response team of CERT members who, 

when fully trained, will be able to deploy with the trailer.  

The primary responsibility of CERT will be to assist     

people who don’t want to evacuate their homes because 

they have pets.  It will be the job of CERT team members 

to convince these people that there will be a shelter set up 

that will care for their animals during the evacuation     

period and assist them to the shelter.  If necessary, these 

CERT members will also assist agencies who specialize in 

Animal Response with setting up a shelter and helping to 

care for the animals when the primary duties of CERT are 

completed.  We have stocked the trailer with crates, a catch 

pole, animal and human in-take I.D. bands, collars, 

leashes, litter pans, cat handling gloves and much more. 

 

We are also working on the Animal Trailer Operations 

Manual which will include the proper procedures for     

deploying the trailer, personnel, and setting up each      

division within the shelter. 

 

I am happy to announce the completion of our new 

CERT Animal Response trailer decal.  It is a picture of our 

late mascot “Atom” along with a cat and it is on both sides 

of the trailer with the words “ANIMAL RESPONSE” (in 

fire engine red) above it.  We all worked very had to make 

this happen and we are all very proud of how it turned out. 

 

If anyone is interested in joining or would like more  

information about the Animal Response Team please email 

me at atomyee@hotmail.com  The animal response team 

does not replace human being response.  Humans will   

always come first and will always be the priority, but if 

Sacramento CERT is ever called upon to deploy to an   

incident where animals are in an evacuation or disaster 

situation, we want CERT to be ready to help in any way 

we can. 

Remember 
When conducting a head-to-toe assessment, look 

for DCAP-BTLS on all parts of the body. 

 Deformities. 

 Contusions (bruising). 

 Abrasions. 

 Punctures. 

 Burns. 

 Tenderness. 

 Lacerations. 

 Swelling. 

Carol Yee & Vivian Garcia at the October 

2010 CERT Animal Trailer fundraiser. 

mailto:atomyee@hotmail.com
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OPERATION RIVER SAFE A SUCCESS 

Operation River Safe 

was a complete      

success!  Thank you 

to all the CERT  

members who spend 

the Forth of July 

weekend at Tiscornia Beach at       

Discovery Park in Sacramento,       

patrolling the beach and loaning out 

life preservers to both children and 

adults.  It is estimated that the CERT 

team loaned out 250 plus life jackets 

just on the Fourth of July alone.  The 

river temperatures were reported to be    

between 49 and 52 degrees and despite 

the most dangerous water conditions 

in recent years, Sacramento-area  

emergency officials reported no 

drowning incidents on the local water-

ways on this holiday weekend. 

If anyone has any life jackets that 

they would like to donate to this     

annual operation, specially for small 

children, please contact Pat Burritt. 

Please remember that in Sacramento 

County children under 13 must wear a 

flotation device while in our lakes and 

rivers.   

Don Kunkel cleans life preserver jackets after a 

successful Operation River Safe at Discovery Park. 

Sacramento City Firefighters conduct N95 and 

N100 fitness testing 

Don and Julie clean life preserver jackets Carol Willis assist Sacramento City firefighters 

with N95 and N100 fitness testing 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A2KJkes_YRdO0G0A1g2JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpY2Y5NXNiBHBvcwM2BHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1g04scm5v/EXP=1310183871/**http%3a/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3fback=http%253A%252F%252Fimages.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimages%253Fp%
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UPCOMING CLASS INFORMATION AND OTHER EVENTS 

September 11, 2011 - Tribute in the Park 

CERT will be responsible for this event to honor the tenth 

year anniversary of the 9/11 events and our local           

firefighters.  The event will be held on Capital Mall in 

downtown Sacramento (between 5th & 7th Street).  CERT 

members are needed to assist with security, parking,    

helping in the EMS tent and the volunteer center tent.  

Please wear the dress uniform for those that have them, 

otherwise please wear the standard duty uniform.  For more 

information please contact Pat Burritt. 

 

September 17, 2011 - Red Cross Level 2 class (8:30am) 

Pat Burritt will conduct this class.  All CERT level I       

individuals who wish to advance to level II will need to 

take this Red Cross class.  The class will take place at the      

Freeport location.*  For more information please contact 

Pat Burritt. 

  

Sep 17, 2011 - Station 43 Opening Ceremony (10am) 

Fire Station 43 located at the intersection of El Centro and 

Arena Blvd. (in North Natomas) will be having its opening 

ceremony.  CERT members are needed to assist with traffic 

control and other duties.  Please contact Pat Burritt for 

more information. 

 

September 23-25, 2011 - Mobex to the City of Monterey 

The region will be conducting a Mobex drill down to  

Monterey.  Details are still being worked out but keep your 

calendars clear for this exciting event.  For more            

information please contact Pat Burritt. 

 

October 9, 2011- Autism Walk (8:00am) 

Level III CERT members are need to provide medical   

support at the Autism Walk.  For more information please 

contact Pat Burritt. 

 

October 15, 2011 - Advance Compass class (9:00am) 

Robert Ross will conduct this class.  The class will teach 

you how to use a compass, how to read topographical maps 

and find your location on those maps.  For more            

information please contact Robert Ross. 

 

October 29, 2011 - Basic Academy Graduation 

Mock Disaster Drill (8:00am) 

CERT Level 1 graduation will take place at the Water 

Tower (3230 J Street).  Volunteers are needed to act as   

victims. 

 

November 12, 2011 - Pet 1st Aid class (1:00pm) 

Pat Burritt will conduct this class.  Anyone wishing to   

become part of the CERT animal response team will need 

to take this class. 

 

December17, 2011 - CERT Christmas Party (11:00am) 

CERT members and their families are invited to the annual 

potluck Christmas Party to take place at the Water Tower 

(3230 J Street).  For more information please contact Pat 

Burritt. 

 
* The Freeport location address is: 5570 Freeport Blvd.,       

Sacramento 95822. 

http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KJkexvbF5OTi8ATDWJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Dfire%2Bprevention%2Bweek%26ei%3Dutf-8%26fr%3Dsfp%26fr2%3Dsg-gac-sy%26b%3D
http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KJkK2_bl5OoQ4AGyGJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Dfire%2Bprevention%2Bweek%26ei%3Dutf-8%26fr%3Dsfp%26fr2%3Dsg-gac-sy%26b%3D
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The first 72 hours after a major    

emergency or disaster are critical.  

Electricity, gas, water and telephones 

may not be working.  In addition,  

public safety services such as police 

and fire departments will be busy   

handling serious crises.  Are you    

prepare to be self-sufficient and live 

without running water, electricity, gas 

or telephones for at least three days 

following a major emergency? 

 

The California Governor’s Office of 

Emergency Services (OES) has put out 

the following emergency supply 

checklist.  How does this checklist 

compare to your emergency supplies 

list? 

  

Essentials 

Ä Water - 1 gallon per person per day. 

Ä Water purification kit. 

Ä First aid kit and first aid book. 

Ä Food. 

Ä Can opener (non-electric). 

Ä Blankets and sleeping bags. 

ÄPortable radio, flashlight and spare 

batteries. 

Ä Essential medication. 

Ä Extra pair of eyeglasses. 

Ä Extra pair of house and car keys. 

Ä Fire extinguisher (A-B-C type) 

Ä Food, water and restrain (leash or 

carrier) for pets. 

Ä Cash and change. 

Ä Baby supplies: formula, bottle,  

pacifier, soap and baby powder,   

clothing, blanket, baby wipes, diapers, 

canned food and juices. 

 

Sanitation supplies 

Ä Plastic bags for waste; tarps and 

rain ponchos. 

Ä Large trash cans. 

Ä Bar soap and liquid detergent. 

Ä Shampoo. 

Ä Toothpaste and toothbrush. 

Ä Feminine hygiene supplies. 

Ä Toilet paper.   

Ä Household bleach. 

 

Safety and Comfort 

Ä Sturdy shoes. 

Ä Heavy gloves for cleaning debris. 

Ä Candles and matches. 

Ä Light sticks. 

Ä Change of clothing. 

Ä Knife or razor blade. 

Ä  Garden hose for siphoning and  

firefighting. 

Ä Tent. 

Ä Communication kit: paper, pens, 

stamps. 

 

Cooking 

Ä Plastic knifes, forks, spoons. 

Ä Paper plates and cups. 

Ä Paper towels. 

Ä Heavy-duty aluminum foil. 

Ä Camping stove for cooking outside. 

 

Tools and Supplies 

Ä Axe, shovel, broom. 

Ä Adjustable wrench for turning off 

gas. 

Ä Tool kit including screwdriver,   

pliers and a hammer. 

ÄCoil of 1/2 inch rope. 

Ä Plastic tape, staple gun sheeting for 

window replacement. 

Ä Bicycle. 

Ä City map or GPS. 

WHY DID YOU JOIN CERT? 

I saw Channel 3 reporting on Sacramento City Cert and they were doing an exercise at one of our local parks.  They 

showed CERT doing cribbing, carrying victims on backboards and triaging.  I thought, "Wow I can do that!"  It seemed 

like such a wonderful organization and since it was all volunteers participating and they would train me, I thought I 

could make a difference.  Also, I thought it would give me a chance to give back since over the years I had people help 

me out when I needed it. 

 

I've personally found that volunteering gives me a feeling of pride and accomplishment.  That has been a surprising 

benefit.  Also, CERT has taught me how to work with many personalities (I'm still learning).  I'd never worked in a team 

situation before, so the experience, once again, has taught me a lot.  The phrase, "there is no I in team." always comes to 

mind.  I've also learned about emergency preparedness which I never thought of before.  Now, I am a trained emergency 

medical responder and I am ready to deploy when I need to.  What a huge personal accomplishment that is for me     

personally, I give CERT the credit for that.  Now we have the animal response, I didn't see that coming.  It just shows 

how strong an organization CERT is becoming and how we are able to expand our training in order to assist with many 

different types of emergencies. 

-Carol Yee, Animal Response Lead Coordinator, Battalion 3 member. 
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California’s Next 
Nightmare 

New York Times  (July, 1, 2011)   By ALEX PRUD’HOMME 

People tend to underestimate the power of floods: six 

inches of fast-moving water can knock you down; two feet 

of water can float most cars away. Floods kill an average of 

127 Americans a year more than tornadoes or hurricanes 

and cause more than $2 billion of property damage        

annually, according to the Na-

tional Oceanic and            Atmos-

pheric Association. 

This spring, the nation was  

riveted by images of blown    

levees and   submerged towns in 

the Midwest along the           

Mississippi River. But an even 

more threatening situation looms 

in California, especially around 

the San Francisco Bay Delta. The 

delta is the link between two-

thirds of the state’s fresh-water   

supply which originates in the Sierra Nevada and the rivers 

of the north and two-thirds of the state’s population, which 

resides in the south. Starting in the 1870s, farmers began 

building 1,100 miles of levees around the delta to control 

floodwaters and create farmland out of tule marshes. Today 

many of those levees are old, decrepit and leaking. Jeffrey 

Mount, a geologist at the  University of California, Davis, 

predicts that there is a 64 percent chance of a catastrophic 

levee failure in the delta in the next 50 years. 

Scientists consider Sacramento which sits at the         

confluence of the Sacramento and American Rivers and 

near the delta the most flood-prone city in the nation.    

Experts warn that there are two events that could destroy 

the levees and set off a mega flood. One is an earthquake; 

the second is a violent Pacific super storm, like the one 

called the Pineapple Express, which sweeps water off the 

ocean around Hawaii and dumps it on the mainland with 

fire hose intensity while battering the coast with high wind 

and waves. A mega flood would not arrive as gradual  

seepage; it would be a rapid submerging of hundreds of 

square miles. Salt water would be sucked from the bay (in 

what is known as the big gulp) and impelled into the delta, 

contaminating drinking supplies for 25 million people,  

destroying some of the nation’s most productive farmland, 

washing away buildings, highways, gas lines and railroads 

and causing landslides. A flood 

in the delta could sink down-

town Sacramento under as much 

as 20 feet of water, as well as 

cripple California (the eighth-

largest economy in the world), 

hobble the nation and     disrupt 

global trade. 

Robert Bea, professor of       

engineering at the University of 

California, Berkeley, warns: “In 

terms of damage, deaths and 

long-term cost, a rupture in the 

delta levees would be far more destructive than what hap-

pened in Hurricane Katrina. This is a ticking bomb.” 

Sacramento has flooded many times, most infamously in 

1862, when a 45-day rain turned the Sacramento and San 

Joaquin Valleys into vast inland seas. Gov. Leland       

Stanford attended his inauguration by rowboat, and the 

state capital was temporarily moved to San Francisco. It 

was the largest deluge in state history, though geologic  

records indicate that six other powerful storms swamped 

the region before then. The chance of a mega flood        

inundating Sacramento again is not only plausible, predicts 

the U.S. Geological Survey, but “perhaps inevitable.” 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/science/topics/tornadoes/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/subjects/h/hurricanes_and_tropical_storms/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/science/topics/dams_and_dikes/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/subjects/h/hurricane_katrina/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A2KJkK0PThZOKV4AVoKjzbkF/SIG=12cljbph7/EXP=1310113423/**http%3a/www.city-data.com/disaster-photos/photos/1160.jpg


 

COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM 

Sacramento City Fire 

Email: sacramentocert@comcast.net 

www.sacramentocert.net 

Pat Burritt, CERT Vol. Manager - 916-747-7202  

or Capt. Bill White - 916-216-0327 

Sacramento Fire Department 

5570 Freeport Blvd, Ste 200 

Sacramento, CA 95822 
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SELF PROFILE: GENE JORGENSEN 

SACRAMENTO CITY CERT ASSISTANT OPERATIONS CHIEF 

I was born and raised in the beautiful Beehive State of 

Utah, in the small community of Layton.  Layton is located 

between the shore of the Great Salt Lake and the Wasatch 

Mountain Range. 

 

In 1969 I Graduated from Davis High School in Layton 

and went directly to the Ford Motor Technical School 

where I received my Journeyman Mechanic certification.  

Also in 1969 I enlisted in the U.S. 

Navy.  My military career included 

five years in the Submarine      

Service, three years on a patrol gun 

boats, and two years at the Long 

Beach Naval Station Tanker     

Division.  During this period, I had 

two tours of duty in Vietnam and 

my travels in the Navy took me to 

Hong Kong, China, Taiwan, Japan, 

Vietnam, Philippines, Guam, Pearl 

Harbor, a brief stint under the   

Polar Ice cap near the North Pole, 

the Bearing Sea and Allusion Islands, San Diego, Long 

Beach, and San Francisco.  My military tour ended in June 

of 1979 and I was honorably discharged from the Navy 

with Rank of E-6 Engine-man First Class and Licensed as 

Chief Engineer for Marine Main Propulsion. 

 

In August of 1979 I started my career with the UC Davis 

Medical Center as a Senior Physical Plant Mechanic in the 

Plant Operations department.  While employed at the 

Medical Center I completed two years of study at          

Sacramento City College to get my certification in         

Mechanical Electrical Technology.  During my tenure with 

the University, some of my many job duties included  

maintenance and repair of all industrial machinery         

associated with the Campus, 

Safety Coordinator, Hospital   

Hazardous Material Team         

Coordinator, Lead Boiler Operator, 

Water Treatment Operator.  I    

retired from UC Davis in June of 

2009. 

 

I joined the Sacramento CERT 

program because I saw a urgent 

need to train and educate the    

residents of my community in 

emergency preparedness to save 

themselves and their families in the event of disaster or a 

flood in our area. Being a CERT volunteer has been a very 

rewarding experience for me, being able to share my life 

experiences and strengths and learning from other CERT 

volunteers has been very rewarding. 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 

Thank you everyone for all the 

positive comments we have received 

regarding the newly designed CERT     

newsletter.  It is our desire to publish 

a quarterly newsletter and to have this 

newsletter become a informative tool 

for all CERT members as well as a 

interactive instrument where we can 

all have input and share ideas about 

our CERT program and emergency 

response in our area.  If you would 

like to view previous newsletters 

please visit our Sacramento Cert  

website under the contacts tab.  Also, 

if any members are interested in       

submitting articles of interest, pictures 

or any other information to be       

published in this newsletter, please 

sent to: sacramentocert@comcast.net 


